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Born 13 August 1924 in Providence, RI, *Mac* was 
drafted in 1943. He qualified for the Army Specialized 
Training Program, and studied engineering at 
Providence College until the program ended in 1944. 
September 1944-April 1945, Mac served with the 26th 


Yankee Division in Europe. After the war, Mac became 
Dr. Ekstrand the Podiatrist. He passed away in 2018. 


In March 1945, Patton's Third Army crossed into 
Germany. The 26th spent the spring neutralizing Nazi 
forces in the southeast corner of Germany. 
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‘April 1945 | was Food came 
relieved of in cans. 
Kitchen Patrol 

Duty. 


KP had kept me 
of f the front 


lines, but came L attracted 


rai aa officers. The currency 
azards: L & ZF of the field. 


and slipped into 
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I didn't find it 
> funny. 
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All that was behind me now, 
we were across the Rhine 


24 April 1945 

| drove Captain 
Sims to see the 
frontline. 


..we ran into’a 
bit of trouble. 


Doy sv know how to drive? 
G | (No, SieX 
You will, 
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Wounded and captured, we finally 
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bombers greeted 
Us as we arrived. 


Lord, if | am going to 
die today, let it be 
from German guns and 
not from American 
guns. 


Our captors drove CPT Sims and” 


me-to a field filled with ranks of 
German soldiers and two officers: 
on horseback. _ 


across the Danube, 
to the village of 
Straubing. 
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The stalag was 
already filled with 


| Was Territied the 
Germalis would kill 
meat nig: 


a rough bunch of 
German soldiers. 


/{) 
Iwas in so much 
pain, | feared | was 
already dead. 


2» LOND, 


You were shot in the back, 


s 
we 


| was the only prisoner glad to see American 
Hote soldiers arrive a week later. 


to be alive. 

| didn't Tl aa Soe —had missed 
realize... everything 
important. 


| was moved to a 
hospital in Britain. 
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Willys MB jeeps were produced in the United States during WWII, 
1941-1945. The Army selected auto manufacturer Willys (pronounced Willis) 
as the manufacturer of military jeeps, though Ford factories also 

>> manufactured a GPW (General Purpose Willys) jeep to keep up with demand. 
he Willys Military Model B became one of the most recognizable vehicles of 
§the war. Thanks to their versatility and rugged design, more than 600,000 
jeeps were built during WWII. American jeeps were valued tools and 
desirable even to the enemy, like the Germans who captured Mac's jeep. 


The Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) was a wartime y q 
program, 1942-1944, designed to train officers for the Army in a college 
setting, while ROTC was suspended during WWII. During basic training, 


recruits took an exam to qualify for the program. Only 2% of Army recruits 
earned a spot in the ASTP to study Engineering, Medicine, or Foreign 


Language. As preparations began for the June 1944 D-Day invasion, ASTP 
dissolved, transferring thousands of students, like Mac, to combat divisions. 


The Purple Heart is a medal awarded to service members wounded or 
killed in action. First awarded in 1932, the Purple Heart is a modern version 
of the Badge of Military Merit, introduced by George Washington in 1782. 
More than 1 million Purple Hearts, depicting George Washington, were 
awarded during WWII, and the medal continues to be awarded today. 
National Purple Heart day is celebrated annually on 7 August. 


The 20th Yankee Division was founded as the Massachusetts Army 
National Guard. Mac found himself in the 26th after the ASTP dissolved, and 
soon landed with the division at Utah Beach three months after D-Day, 7 
September 1944. The 26th spent the fall fighting through France and the 
winter locked in Luxemburg during the Battle of the Bulge. In March, the 
26th crossed the Rhine River and spent the spring neutralizing Southeastern 
Germany. The equestrian German officers Mac encountered near Nittenau 
surrendered to the 26th within days of his capture. 


Kitchen Patrol Duty George S. Patton was Stalag isan AMobile Army 

(KP) is a generally an American general abbreviation of the Surgical Hospital 
undesirable job givento during WWII. He German word for (MASH) was a 
juniorenlisted soldiers commanded the Third Prisoner of WarCamp.At — sophisticated field 
which involves US Army in France and the Stalag in Straubing, hospital introduced 
preparing and serving Germany, including the | Macand other POWs during WWII to treat 
chow, andcleaningthe 26th Yankee Division, were only fed one slice major wounds requiring 
kitchen and mess tent. 1944-1945. of bread a day. immediate attention. 
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Richard Lockhart Born 20 January 1924 in Lima, OH, "Lucky Locky" grew 


I studied at Purdue 
University until 


up in Fort Wayne, IN where he dreamed of becoming a 
journalist. WWII delayed this dream, but Lucky's time 
in the Army taught him not to be complacent. By 1951, 
Lucky had a degree from Northwestern University, a 
wife, and a long, successful career in journalism and 
politics ahead of him, until his death in 2019. 


| enlisted 7 December 1942. It was several months 
before | found my permanent place in the Army... just 
in time for the Battle of the Bulge. 


‘ Finally, | learned to 
Anti-Aircraft Gun 1 7X operate the 57mm 
grew tiresome. TI |Anti-Tank Gun in 

l the 106th Division. 


was not up to 
snuff for the 


September 1944, 
18,000 of us rode 
the RMS Queen 
Elizabeth, the 
largest ship in the 
world, to England. 


| We tnade our way to Bleialf, a village in the 
e CHELTENHAM, Ardennes Forest pe side the German border. 
\ 


16 December 1944 The S7imm Anti-Tank 
eS German artillery] | Gun was one of the first 
announced the casualties. 


Ax! 
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Battle of the 


/ 


children, forced 

to obey orders 

The order came “oh. 4 that did not make 
for the 106th to Y Cn sense to us. 
pull back. : 


We were here to 
Fight, not run 


We broke down our 
weapons 
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The Germans loaded us onto Sixty to a car. 


Forty<and-Eight boxcars 


The officers and 
NCOs were 
separated, and the 
Jewish soldiers 
were sent to a 
labor camp. We 
Privates arrived 
at Stalag IX-B. 


and issued new dog tags. 


photographed each 
Prisoner a From this point on, we 
( e were just numbers. 


We ate "grass soup" made of 
turnip Tops 


and drank 


melted snow. 


The money | had 
hidden bought 
me extra soup 


February 1945, a 
prisoner attacked 


a guard for more 
food. 
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| made lists of 
all my favorite 
restaurants 


back home. 
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and ate until! 
was sick. 


| \\ | got a clean, 
lice-free 
uniform, 


13 April 1945 | began my | had a terrible toothache, 
voyage home aboard the but | did not want to wait 
any longer. 


JOHN ERICSSON. 


The Army dropped me of f in 
Indiana and | hitchhiked FORT WAYNE 
from ° 


“INDIANAPOLIS 


La 
ATTERBURY 


| parents were gone. I 


x 
~ 
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to Fort Wayne. 


When they heard | was 
MIA, they moved to 
Ohio to be with my 

mother's family. 


None of my letters from 
Stalag IX-B ever 
arrived, 


they had thought | 


was dead. 
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5 cen Soon | had my discharge, and a] 
‘ il a case of "Chicago-itis" 
= that had been growing since 
visited the 1953 World's 
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FORTY-AND-EIGHT AForty-and-Eight (Quarante et huit) was a French boxcar common 
across Europe during WWII. At first made popular for their ability to 


transport large loads of personnel and materiel-the name comes from 
the boxcar's capacity for forty people or eight horses-Nazi Germany found 
more sinister uses for the boxcars. Lucky remembered at least sixty 
prisoners crammed into the 40/8 on the way to Stalag IX-B. 40/8s soon 
became synonymous with the transportation of prisoners. 


The 97mm Anti- Tank Gun (ATG) was modeled after the British 


Quick-Firing 6-pounder. Approximately 5000, 57mm ATGs were 
delivered to British and Soviet troops through the lend-lease atte 
program of American war aid. Unfortunately, the 57mm ATG did not prove to ST 


be effective against heavily armored German tanks. In the case of Lucky's ric Q 


ATG, blown up early in the battle, it did not prove to be effective at all. 


The 106th Golden Lions Division was formed as an expansion of the 
80th Division during WWII. In the first days of the Battle of the Bulge (16-19 
December 1944), two of the three regiments became surrounded by the 
Germans. More than 6,000 soldiers, including Lucky, were forced to 
surrender, and were taken prisoner. 


CAMP 
ATTERBURY 


CAMP 


Camp Atterbury is a military training facility in Edinburgh, IN. Lucky and 
the 106th, along with the 30th, 83d, and 92d Divisions, trained at the camp 
1942-1944, and the Indiana National Guard still uses the facility today. 
Camp Atterbury held 15,000 Italian and German prisoners during WWII. The 


carved rock and a chapel on the grounds were both constructed by POWs ATTERBURY 
whose experiences differed greatly from the suffering of their American 
counterparts in Axis-controlled prison camps. 19 di 42 a 


The Battle of the Cigarette Camps like Stalag is an The M1 Garand was 
Bulge was a German Camp Lucky Strike abbreviation of the the standard 

offensive in the were staging areas on German word for semi-automatic rifle 
Ardennes Forest 16 the French coast for Prisoner of War Camp. issued to American 
December 1944 - 25 Americans waiting to Lucky and others at infantry troops in WWII. 
January 1945. Itwasthe return to the United Stalag IX-B were later Over 5 million Garands 
last German offensive of States on ships after recognized as victims of were produced during 


18 WWII. WWII. prisoner abuse. the war. 


Design a Service Flag! 

During WWII it was very popular for a family with members in the military to display a 
Service Flag in their window. Think about your own family history or others you may 
know as you follow the directions to color and assemble your own Service Flag. 


- AService Flag is white with aed border and gold fringe. 

- One star is added for each member of the family serving. 

- Ablue star indicates a living member of the family. 

- Agold star indicates a family member who has died in service. 


Some Service Flags 
feature more specific 
markings. Consider 
adding to your stars: 
- agold cross for 
the wounded 
- agold circle for 
decorated service. 
- agold circle 
anda gold cross 
for the missing. 
- ared circle for 
the captured. 
- ared pentagon 
for the decorated 
wounded. 
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Born 6 November 1924 in River Forest, IL, Don served 
in the Army Air Forces 1942-1945. After the war, Don 
worked in Chicago as a lawyer for 54 years with 
degrees from Dartmouth and Loyola Chicago. Don 
married twice and had four sons. He passed away in 
2016. 


My experience in war felt like that of the soldiers 
from books: "We were 18 and had begun to love life 
and the world; and we had to shoot it to pieces." 

- All Quiet on the Western Front 


When | turned 18, | 


B-17 from the 
é US to the war in 
_ NEWFOUNDLAND Europe. 


Early 1944 was a war of 
air forces in Europe. 
Before | arvived, three of 
every four planes in 
each mission were shot P 
down in the 8th Air 
Force. From the 
Navigator's window, it 
wasn't hard to see why. 


Ke 


| ~~ 


They didn't tell 

me | was promoted 

because 3 other 

| hadn't taken the Deputies had 


training course. already been 
killed. 


18 June 1944 | went o' 
an oil refinery impbt 


The mission was a great 
success for the Sth! 


We only lost one plane! 
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If | opened my chute 
too soon, | would 

be shot at 

from below. 


The civilians 

were hostile 
toward us because 
we had just been 
bombing them. 


evman officers 


confinement for 
3 days. 
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Our canteen radio 
picked up news of 
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25 years. 


By September, 
we only received 


Ss 


RH Aaseg pleuog jor 


Melina Testin 


We marched through a blizzard from 
Stalag Luft Ill in Sagan to Stalag VII-A 


SPREMBERG oe en LUFT Ill, SAGAN 


in Moosburg. 


£ —— 
, BAD MUSKAU 


4 
*NUREMBERG, 7 
4 


/ “REGENSBURG 


The Germans locked us in train cars 
when an air raid passed over, 


We were able to 
sleep inside at 
Stalag VI-A, but 
there weren't 
enough beds 


VIENNA 
e 


avid gave us 
tents, to sleep: 


packages 
stopped arriving 


The canteen could now 
pick up 


Patton's Third Army 
won a battle just 
outside The camp. 


The tanks of the 44th 
Armored Division rolled 
into Stalag VII-A. 


We followed troop movements closely in our 
“war room" as the Allies approached Moosburg. 


7 a "OF" 
/ Sora 
yi CN 


Ships took us to 
New York. 
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"MICKEY" RADAR Like aircraft themselves, raday was a tool that gained prominence through 
its military applications during WWII. Radar allowed crews to see through 
the clouds and continue operations safely even in unfavorable weather. The 
tadar system installed on B-17s, the H2X “Mickey,” was introduced in late 
1943. The system included a pair of domes that sat on the outside of the 
plane, under the nose, and used micro-waves to return feedback images of 
the ground below toa display at the navigation desk inside. The dual dome 
design looked, to some, like Mickey Mouse ears. 


US ARMY AIR 


The US Army Air Forces (USAAF) was active 1941-1947 as a FORCES 
replacement for the US Army Air Corps and a precursor to the United States 
Air Force. As the use of aircraft became an important part of both combat 
and logistics during WWII, it became clear that the US needed a more 
independent sector of the military dedicated to flight operations. In 1944, 
when Don was flying most of his missions, the USAAF included over 2 
million servicemen and 80,000 aircraft. 


V4 »] 
Parachutes were invented long before airplanes, but WWII presented the 
first major demand with increased opportunities for flight. Parachutes could 
at 


_| 14 be worn on the back, chest, or bottom to be deployed via ripcord for those like 
Don who wore a parachute as an emergency safety measure. Parachutes 
could also be deployed automatically via static line for new groups like the 
Paratroops who jumped out of planes on purpose. 


Lp 


THE GREAT 


The Great Escape took place at Stalag Luft Il in March 1944, just months 
before Don arrived. The Great Escape, which was popularized by the 1963 
movie of the same name, was an escape mission planned by American, 
British, and Canadian POWs. 76 prisoners made it outside the camp through 
aseries of tunnels, but only 3 made it to safety. As a consequence of the 
escape, life at the camp became more strict, and no further attempts at 
escape were possible by the time Don was a prisoner. 


Forty-and-Eights George S. Pattonwas Stalag isan When questioned by 
were boxcars designed an American general abbreviation of the their captors, prisoners 
toholdeitherfortymen during WWII. The 14th German word for were taught to only 
oreight horses. During Armored Division was Prisoner of War Camp. provide their name, 
WWII, they were most under Patton's ‘Luft’ meaning ‘air, rank, and serial 
notably used to command when it Stalag Luft Ill wasmade © number. Additional 
transport prisoners liberated Don and specifically for members —_ information might end 


28 across Europe. others at Stalag VII-A. of the Air Corps like Don. up helping the enemy. 


Build a B-17 like the HELL'S BELLE that Don navigated! 
Cut out the rectangle below, name your plane and draw nose art in the space on the back, then 


follow steps 1-7 to fold a paper B-17 that really flies! 


1. FOLD IN 
HALF, 
THEN 

UNFOLD 


3. FOLD IN HALF 


6. FOLD IN HALF 


L 
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The B-17 Flying Fortress was introduced in 1938, and quickly became a popular bomber in the US Army Air Forces in 
WWII, with nearly 13,000 built. 10 crew members served on each B-17 including a pilot, co-pilot, navigator (like Don), 
bombardier and nose gunner, flight engineer and top turrent gunner, radio operator, ball turret gunner, tail gunner, and 
two waist gunners. Crews often decorated their planes with nicknames and nose art, like Don's “Hell's Belle,’ for good luck. 
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7. FOLD 
DOWN WINGS 
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Born S September 1924 in Indianapolis, IN, Carver 
McGriff grew up hearing WWI stories from his 
veteran father, and anxiously awaited his turn to 
join the Army. After the war, Dr. McGriff served as a 
Methodist Pastor in Indiana, where he still lives with 
his wife, Marianne. The couple has led several tours 
of Normandy together. 


My little brother joined the Navy as a minesweeper 
in the Pacific, but | wanted to be in the infantry. 


The Army seemed more dangerous Iwas assigned to 
and exciting than the Navy. the 90th Division, 


the "Tough 
'‘Ombres." 


The group of 200 
men | joined were 
reinforcements 
for the 6 June 
1944 D-Day 
invasion, the 
bloodiest day in 
American military 
history. 


| waded ashore 


j | rat i J 
a 


Dead bodies and crashed gliders littered the shores of Normandy. 


was like than we 
did, hiding in our 
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aw | wrote To my 


not been parents all of the 
Fight \ things | regretted not 
saying enough: 
love you, and 
thank you for my parents if 


everything. (died: 
- Carver 


cy 


hedgerows. 


My unit had to take 
Hill 122 at 
Mont-Castre. 


"My God, 
here they wuz 
an' there we wuz" 


| fought with 130 
men in a drainage 
ditch for two 
days until we ran 
out of 
ammunition. 


An old cafe served | wanted fo 
as the POW escape, but | 
hospital. 


us hard cider To 
numb the pain, 

but we were not 
given any food. 


| went home, where —- 
nothing had changed but Like it all 
me. Trying to remember happened to 
my war experiences felt someone else. 
like watching a movie. 


NNNAAGS 


LAM 
BUY 


Like 
it 
was 
not 
me 
who had 
lived it. 


What can you say to somebody who has never had anything 
like that happen to them? Like many other POW veterans, | 
decided not to talk about my war experiences for a long time. 
Writing my memoir and recording my oral history were 
important steps in my process of healing. 
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DAZZLE 
CAMOUFLAGE 


The 90th "Tough ‘Ombres" Division began as the Texas-Oklahoma 
Division. The 90th served as a reserve division on D-Day, landing at Utah 
Beach on 6 June 1944. After Carver's unit was captured at Hill 122 (Mont 
Castre) on 11 July, the division laid siege to Metz in the fall and served 
along the Saar River and Siegfried Line/Westwall during the winter Battle 


of the Bulge. 


The Bronze Star isa medal awarded for “heroic or meritorious 
achievement or service." It was introduced during WWII, and continues to be 
awarded in the Armed Forces today. Carver earned the Bronze Star for his 
service in capturing Hill 122 (Mont Castre) in Normandy. He also won the 
Purple Heart for the shrapnel wounds he sustained as a prisoner of war. 


AU-Boat was a German 
submarine. In both 
World Wars, U-boats 
threatened Allied ships 
in the Atlantic. Carver 
luckily never spotted any 
U-boats during his time 


36 onthe troop ship. 


ASlit Trenchisa 
wide foxhole meant to 
offer cover for multiple 
soldiers. Ideally 6-7’ in 
depth, trenches were 
time consuming to build 
and soldiers often had to 
lie down for cover. 


Hedgerows are series 
of closely planted 
shrubbery that bordered 
fields in Normandy. 
Difficult to see and pass 
through, they slowed 
Allied foot soldiers’ 
assault of Normandy. 


Dazzle Camouflage was a pattern of camouflage popular in both world 
wars for naval vessels. Though ineffective in concealing ships, it was meant to 
complicate the enemy's ability to determine the ship’s course or class. During 
WWII, the use of radar made any attempt at ship camouflage rather futile, 
and all efforts at dazzle camouflage were given up in 1945. Pictured here is 
the USS /owa in dazzle camouflage. Battleship /owa notably transferred 
President Roosevelt to the Tehran/Eureka Conference in 1943 at which the 
plan for Operation Overlord (D-Day) was decided. 


90TH DIVISION 


Bill Mauldin was a soldier and cartoonist during WWII. As aT-5 in the 45th 
"Thunderbird" Division, Mauldin designed his first war comics featuring 
iconic characters Willie and Joe. In 1944, Mauldin began to draw comics 
exclusively for the Stars and Stripes magazine. Distribution in the Stars and 
Stripes made fans of soldiers in every division, including Carver. 


BRONZE STAR 


Shrapnel, the 
fragments kicked up by 
explosives, produced 
wounds ranging from 
superficial cuts to the 
loss of limbs. The 
shrapnel in Carver's legs 
was removed by surgery. 


D-Day Battle Map 


6 June 1944 was D-Day. Known as Operation Neptune and commanded by Major General Eisenhower, the invasion 
Normandy across the English Channel is the largest amphibious military invastion in history, involving more than 
350,000 Allied troops and 50 miles of Norman coastline. The Allies attacked at five beaches on D-Day: Utah, Omaha, 
Gold, Juno, and Sword. Operation Neptune was the first step in the Battle of Normandy, Operation Overlord. 
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Cut out the pieces below and track Operation Overlord on the battle map of Normandy (pg. 8). 


Montgomer 
3 u Bradley 
Gerow 
Dempsey Collins 
Crocker 
Bucknall 
THE BIG RED ONE 


"No Mission Too 
Difficult. No Sacrifice 
Too Great. Duty First!" 
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SURVIVE A 
6.5 YEAR STAY AT 
THE ‘HANOI HILTON: 
WITH A FIGHTER 


WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY MELINA TESTIN 6& ey 


STORY PROVIDED BY JOHN BORLING VIA THE HOLT ORAL HISTORY & 
PROGRAM AND ABRAHAM LINCOLN PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY, x O Ss 
LISTEN AT PRITZKERMILITARY.ORG “- 


SS Melina Testin 


1965: my wife, Myrna, and 
| welcomed our firstborn 


| joined the 453d 
Tactical Fighter Squadron 


| first saw Vietnam at 
18,000 feet on a bomb run 
north of Hanoi. 


John Borling was born 24 March 1940 on the South 
Side of Chicago. He joined JROTC in high school, and 
was accepted into the US Air Force Academy in 1959. 
After graduating first in his flight school class, 
John was anxious to put his training to use, flying 
F-4 Phantoms in the Vietnam War. 


| didn't know much about Vietnam other than there 
was a war on, and|was in a hurry to get there. 


1905: | spent 3 months in] 11965: | left for Vietnam 
POW survival training just before Christmas 


= and the 
Ne 8th TAC Fighter Wing 
at Ubon Air Force Base 


| i 
HICKAM AFB, 
vo HONOLULY 


re 
oo as 


UBON AFEN, CLARK AFB, # | 


THAILAND PHILIPPINES, 
ib = ANDERSEN ATE. became home base for 


my 100 mission tour. 


We lost two 
planes that first 
mission. ¢ 


I+ was either going 
to be a very long or 
a very short war. 


Fragmentary orders arrived no earlier than the day before the mission. 


1 JUNE 1966 


MISSION 97/100: 


BOMB RAILROAD BRIDGE IN BAC 
GIANG: TWO LOW ALTITUDE 
PASSES WITH CLUSTER BOMBS, 
MAINTAIN RADIO SILENCE NEAR 
ENEMY AIR BASE AT KEP. 

TOO FAR NORTH FOR RESCUE! 


GH Burjsog uyor sg Jon 


The mission spiraled out of control fast: 


A hit to the tail 
flipped the plane: 
upside down. 


= 
£ 
3 
2 
z 
= 
4 


I made it to ff | planned to stick up a car and force it Ml elected not to die 
Highway One with ff to drive me south. Unfortunately, the 
my revolver and afm first truck | encountered was filled with 
armed)North Vietnamese troops. 


The'soldiers took” Hf They blindfolded me and jammed me 
my flight suit, into the back of the truck. 


boots, dog tags, But my blindfold slipped 
and aring Uncle 


Dick had worn in 
Stalag Luft | 
during WWIl. 


ear; 


My captors 

tortured me all ; : 
throughout my N= | was 

6.5 year stay } contorted 
at the ‘Hanoi 

Hilton': 


But | did not break. 
| would rather die 
than sell out my 
country. 


GH Surpsog uyor «¢ jon 
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August 1966, Smitty, one of the POWs, 
Taught us a tap code he had learned in 
survival training. We used it to 


"..when days of dim 
hope and boredom 
abound..." 


connect over 70 POWs at the prison. 


By 1971, 
treatment had 
improved, but | 
fell ill and nearly 

died. 


| wrote poetry about imprisonment, 
flying, and memories of home to tap 
through the walls. Memorizing the 
Verses was a welcome distraction. 


In 1969, we moved to larger rooms that held up to 
9 POWs. The ceilings were too low to stand, but 
we were all grateful to see one another and 
commiserate over our treatment and the 
questionable contents of our prison soup. 


All| ever E>» anice simple 
dreamed a ad breakfast 
q yy with my wife. 


Pe 


| dropped from 
2.10 \bs to 120 Ibs 
over the course of 
my imprisonment. 


but all! got was a 
Picture of my dog. 


An overlooked stamp 
announcing the American 
moon landing kept POW 
morale:high for weeks. 


We were moved into the mountains during Finally, after 6.5 brutal years as a 


Operation [ \ Linebacker Il, Dec 1972. POW, | was released 12 Feb 1973 to 


My time as a POW was a defining 


moment, not the defining momen When | visited 


Vietnam in 2.002, 
most of the 
people | met were 

| picked back up | geiorod med too young to 

as a fighter USAFA White House remember the war 
pilot and rose to Fellow and held no 

the rank of animosity toward 
Majov General. American visitors. 


The experience of war 
never ends. 


= —_— _ _— = Istill have scars from my torture as a 


——~ = = = POW. AN, the pilot who crashed with 
— me in Bac Giang, committed suicide. 


SH Burprog uyor :g on, 


The 453d Tactical Fighter Squadron was part of the 8th TAC Fighter 
Wing stationed at Ubon Air Force Base in Thailand during the Vietnam War. 
Known as Satan's Angels, its pilots, like John, flew F-4s with tail code ‘FG’ for 
ground support, bombing, and reconnaissance missions. The 433d was 
deactivated as a fighter squadron in 1974, and is now assigned to the Air 
Force Weapons School. 


enemy fire over the course of the war. 


The Héa Ld Prison was built during the French occupation of Vietnam and 
turned into a POW prison complex during the Vietnam War. American 
soldiers referred to Héa Lo by the euphemism Hanoi Hilton. John faced 
torture in the Zoo sector and lived with other POWs in the low-ceilinged 
rooms of the Annex building. Following the 1969 death of North Vietnamese 
president H6 Chi Minh, treatment improved, but POWs continued to suffer 
from starvation, torture, and isolation. Much of the prison has been 
demolished, but its iconic French “Maison Centrale” gate remains as a 
memorial to those who suffered within its walls. 


WOXOF is Air Force AFragmentary The United States 
<. terminology forweather Order isa short Aiv Force Academy 
- unfit for flight. mission statement given  (USAFA) was established 
42 Pronounced “walks off," just before its execution. in 1955 in Colorado 
@ WOXOF isan acronym Frag orders maximize Springs, CO. John’s class 
<3 Mmeaningtheweatheris  secrecyandareusefulin of 1963 was the first to 
= obscured, with zero situations subject to spend all four years on 


48 visibility due to fog. rapid change. the permanent campus. 


American intervention in the Vietnam War began with the end of French 
occupation in 1954. Vietnam was divided into North and South until 
reunification could be organized. Heightened by Cold War tensions over the 
spread of communism, American advisors supported the South Vietnamese 
government. The first American combat troops arrived in Vietnam in 1965, 
and American military involvement lasted until 1973. Fighting between 
North and South Vietnamese troops continued until the fall of Saigon in 
1975. Vietnam reunified under the communist government in Hanoi. 


The F-4 Phantom was an American fighter-bomber aircraft used during 
the Vietnam War, known for its speed and advanced radar. F-4s were 
manned by crews of two, with the less experienced pilot confined to the 
back seat. During his fateful 97th mission, John was one of these frustrated 
pilots occupying the back seat. Hundreds of F-4s, like John’s, were downed by 


HANOI HILTON 


Operation 
Linebacker Il was an 
American strategic 
bombing campaign 
carried out by B-52 
bombers against targets 
in North Vietnam in late 
December 1972. 


Learn a Secret POW Tap Code! 

In the Hanoi Hilton, John and the other prisoners communicated secret messages through the walls with a system 
of tapping. The numbers around the grid signify the number of taps. To locate a letter in the grid, use the first 
coordinate to determine the row and the second to determine the column. 


Thinc Before You Tap: There's no'k' in tap code. 
Use the letter ‘c’ in its place, or the tap pattern 2,6. 


Practice: POWs tapped their names, words of 
encouragement, and, John's favorite, poetry. 
Practice tapping your name and messages of your own. 


Decode: Fill in the blanks below to decipher a few lines 
from “Hanoi Epitaph," one of the poems John wrote 
while he was a POW. 


7151 7, 35 11 43 43 15 14 


TA 4275 T7132 SA ZT TS ES G3 G4 | 2347453 22 


13 34 33 5,1 24 13 44 24 34 33 
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What was your dies for this seayeatt 


Creating an historical graphic novel has always felt like the obvious culmination of my 
passions for art and history, and | finally found the inspiration to complete it in my 
fellowship working with the Pritzker Military Museum on their 2022 exhibit Life Behind 
the Wire: Prisoners of War. | was really keen not only to challenge myself to present 
historical research in the new format of graphic novels, but to attack the rather daunting 
genre of oral history and misunderstood stories of POW veterans. 


At the surface level, these POW stories are all basically the same: a young soldier or 
airman is captured and subjected to poor treatment in an enemy prison. Yet, in listening 
to these stories and depicting them specifically, there is so much to be learned from 
their distinct personal accounts, and there is something much more connective about 
individual stories that cannot be understood in the generalization of war experiences. 


What began as inspiration to focus on my own goals, has truly morphed into something 
much deeper. As veterans of WWII and the Vietnam War disappear from living memory, 
| have come to understand myself as a ‘steward of stories.’ They have done the hard 
work of unburdening themselves of their dark war memories and taken the brave step 
in owning the label ‘prisoner of war.’ Now, my work begins to ensure their stories 
continue to be valued by future generations. 
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Why did you choose graphic novels as your storytelling 
medium? 


The graphic novel medium is unique in its ability to make violent, intense, complex 
stories accessible to a wide audience without overwhelming or horrifying. POW stories 
are quite tricky to tackle, and that is part of the reason they have been omitted from 
much traditional war media. Many of the veterans | studied had lamented that their 
experiences differed greatly from the popular culture TV and film depictions like 
Hogan's Heroes and The Great Escape. POW stories contain all the grisly aspects of war 
without the glory of a battlefield victory, but a shift to humor tends to trivialize 
memories. 


In my graphic novels, | emphasize illustrating the veteran's story as he described it, in a 
format that presents a deeper personal connection than traditional writing, without 
resorting to the horror or humor of Hollywood. In a sense, | am creating the resources | 
wish had been available to me when | was first learning about military history in middle 
and high school. The goal is to use empathy to meet novice historians where they are 
already comfortable, reading comic books and graphic novels. These are stories that 
should be told because they are difficult, and that requires work on my part to ensure 
that audiences are grappling with the content itself, not struggling with the format of a 
lengthy oral history interview. 


How did your time at Loyola University Chicago prepare you 
for this project? 


| am grateful for the freedom and confidence many of my professors at Loyola have 
instilled in me. This fellowship project is possible because Dr. Mooney-Melvin 
supported my nontraditional approach to a research project. The flexibility to ‘do’ 
history in a way that is interesting and exciting to me, and the respect my work and 
research have received from the History Department, has been so motivating. It means 
a lot for my creative application of historical research, and the personal stories about 
which | have come to care deeply, to be taken seriously at Loyola, the Pritzker Military 
Museum, and in the greater history community. 


Melina Testin is a Chiedge: based 20th Canturg Military Historian and has been 
working professionally in the cartooning and graphic novel industry since 2016. In an 
effort to neither shy from reality nor sensationalize suffering, Melina is creating for . 
future generations the accessible and accurate historical resources she wishes had 


> 


been available to her as a student of history. 
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Join Melina's journey as she continues to share 
her artistic talents, passion for military history, 
and commitment to a fearless pursuit of the past! 


Instagram: @melinatestin | Email: mtestin@luc.edu 
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POW! Prisoners of war find freedom in 
Melina Testin's collection of military history 
graphic novels that depict the real life 
experiences of POW veterans in WWII and the 
Vietnam War. Each entry includes a true POW 
story of valor and suffering told in the art and 
prose of a comic book, an illustrated glossary, 
and an interactive activity, allowing readers to 
experience history in a variety of dimensions. Testin has been honored to listen to these 
veterans’ oral histories, read their letters and memoirs, and communicate with the 
veterans’ families in her research. Enlightened respect for POW veterans, passion for 
military history, and courage to color outside the lines of traditional modes of education 
are the values Testin aims to instill in others as she illustrates to illuminate the past. 


Special thanks to the mentorship of Dr. Patricia 
Mooney-Melvin, sponsorship from the Loyola University 
Chicago Provost Fellowship and Department of History, sce 
partnership with the Pritzker Military Museum & Library ISBN 979-8-218-00251-0 
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Holt Oral History Program, and service of all US veterans. 
You are not forgotten. 
9 "798218 00251 
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